 VICTORY YOUTH RANCH LIABIILITY RELEASE

All children and ADULTS coming onto the premises must have a completed waiver. Each adult must have a completely separate form.

VISITATION, PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”):

READ THIS DOCUMENT CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING. IT CONTAINS LEGAL CONSEQUENCES THAT WILL AFFECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND ELIMINATE YOUR ABILITY TO BRING FUTURE LEGAL ACTIONS.

	Under Colorado law, an equine professional is not liable for an injury to or
	the death of a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks
of equine activities, pursuant to section 13-21-119, Colorado Revised Statues.

RELEASED PARTIES INCLUDE:  Victory Youth Ranch, its agents, owners, officers, volunteers, participants, employees, landlords and property owners and all other persons or entities acting in any capacity on their behalf (collectively referred to as “Ranch”).

RELEASING PARTIES INCLUDE: The undersigned participant and minor(s) listed in the Agreement, participant's spouse, children, parents, guardians, heirs, next of kin, and any legal or personal representatives, executors, administrators, successors and assigns, or anyone else who might claim or sue on participant's behalf.

AGREEMENT – READ BEFORE SIGNING:

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE RANCH’S SERVICES:
I hereby agree to release and discharge Ranch on behalf of myself, my heirs, assigns, personal representatives, my estate and any other person listed in this Agreement (cumulatively “participant”, “I”, “myself”), and as follows:

RELEASE OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK, INSTRUCTION, JURISDICTION, VENUE:
I understand that by my presence on Ranch premises, I may engage in activities or utilize the premises in a way that may involve inherent risks that are beyond the control of Ranch. Ranch has taken precautions to provide a safe setting, but I understand that the possibility of injury, death, or loss to persons is present. Activities may include, but are not limited to, physical activity, walking/running, group games, sports, general recreation, general use of grounds including its improvements, handling and petting or working with livestock to include but not limited to dogs, cats, riding on ATV, Kubota tractor, trailer and other ranch equipment.  By signing below, I hereby give consent for the below mentioned participants to use the grounds and activities. (2) I further agree that horseback riding and all equine activities are inherently dangerous activities and that these activities will expose me to significant risks, both known and unknown, which could result in physical or emotional injury, or possible death, or damage to myself, to property, or to third parties. (3) I expressly agree and promise to accept and assume all the risks existing in Ranch activities, both known and unknown, whether caused or alleged to be caused by the negligent acts or omissions of Ranch. My participation in all Ranch activities is purely voluntary and I elect to participate despite the risks. (4) I agree to acknowledge all of Ranch’s rules and regulations pertaining to any and all activities (equine or otherwise) occurring on or off of Ranch’s property. I agree to and I am responsible for wearing protective gear appropriate for said activities to ensure my safety while engaging in same. (5) I understand that protective gear includes, but is not limited to, protective footwear and headgear. I agree that Ranch has fully warned and advised me that protective equine headgear that meets or exceeds the quality standards of the SEI certified ASTM standard F1163 equestrian helmet should be worn while riding or training horses. I understand that wearing such protective headgear at these times may reduce the severity of some of the wearer’s
head injuries and possibly prevent the wearer’s death. I am not relying on Ranch to provide a certified equestrian helmet for me, to check any headgear or equestrian helmet that I may wear, to check any headgear strap or equestrian helmet strap that I may wear, or to monitor my compliance with this suggestion at any time now or in the future. (6) I understand the risks, conditions, and dangers inherent in all Ranch activities, including equine activities. I agree to assume any and all risks involved in my use of or presence upon Ranch’s property and facilities while engaging in any activity without limitation. These risks include, but are not limited to, death, bodily injury, property damage, falls, kicks, bites, unavailability of emergency medical care, the ordinary negligence of another person or Ranch, and the deliberate acts of another person. I understand that if a horse is frightened or provoked it may divert from its training and act according to its natural survival instincts which may include, but are not limited to, stopping short, spinning around, changing direction or speed, shifting its weight, bucking, rearing, kicking, biting, or running from danger. The same is true for other animals on the property. I acknowledge that these are just some of the risks and I agree to assume others not mentioned above. (7) I agree that Ranch is not responsible for total or partial acts, occurrences, or elements of nature or unfamiliar sights, sounds or sudden movements that may scare an animal, including a horse, cause it to fall, or cause it to react in some other unsafe way. Some examples include thunder, lightning, rain, wind; wild and domestic animals, insects, reptiles, which may walk, run or fly near, or bite or sting a horse or person; and irregular footing on out-of-door groomed or wild land which is subject to constant change in condition according to weather, temperature, and natural and man-made changes in landscape. I also acknowledge that these are just some of the risks and I agree to assume others not mentioned above. I have asked or waived my right to inspect Ranch’s facilities and am satisfied that all premise conditions are reasonably safe for my intended purpose, usage and presence upon Ranch’s premises. (8) I agree to stay out of all paddocks, corrals, tack-rooms, offices, and non-office related buildings, and barns, while waiting for horse related or other activities or while waiting for a participant of such activities. (9) I acknowledge that saddle girths (the fastener straps around a horse’s belly) may loosen during riding. I must alert the instructor or attendant of any girth looseness so action can be taken to avoid slippage of saddle and the potential for me to fall from the horse. (10) I hereby voluntarily release, forever discharge, and agree to indemnify and hold harmless Ranch from any and all claims, demands, or causes of action, which are in any way connected with my participation in these activities or my use of Ranch’s equipment or facilities, including any such claims which allege negligent acts or omissions by Ranch but not grossly negligent or intentional. (11) I agree not to sue or initiate any legal action (whether in court or in arbitration) against Ranch or any present or future owners, officers, members, managers, agents, employees and representatives of Ranch, in connection with any claim which could have been or could be raised against any of them in any way connected with, arising out of, or relating to, personal injury or damage to the maximum extent permitted by law. (12) I certify that I have adequate insurance to cover any injury I may suffer while participating, or otherwise agree to bear the costs of such injury or damage myself. I further certify that I have no medical or physical condition, which could interfere with my safety in this activity, or am otherwise willing to assume and bear the costs of all risks that may be created, directly or indirectly, by any such condition. It is recommended that I visit a physician to ensure that these physical activities do not pose an unacceptable health risk.  (13) I understand that in this Agreement the terms “horse” and “equine” mean all equine species, including, but not limited to, horses, ponies, mules, donkeys, and foals. (14) I understand that this Agreement is in addition to, and not in lieu of, Colorado Revised Statutes, Section 13-21-119 (Actions Arising Out of Equine Activities).

PHOTO RELEASE:
I hereby grant to Ranch the unrestricted and absolute, perpetual, worldwide right to reproduce, exhibit, display, perform, transmit, broadcast, distribute, modify, create derivatives, and otherwise use the photograph(s) of myself and any minor(s) identified below (the “photograph(s)”) for any purpose whatsoever (“Grant”). (15) I acknowledge that the purposes for which the photograph(s) may be used include, without limitation, Ranch publications, videos, books, newsletters, calendars, websites, blogs, and social media. (16) I agree that this Grant includes, without limitation, the right to use the photograph(s) – or any part of it – in combination with, or as a composite of, other matter, including, but not limited to, text, data, images, photographs, illustrations, animation and graphics, video or audio segments of any nature, in any media embodiment, now known or hereafter developed, including, without limitation, print, film, videotape, DVD, broadcast, digital transmission and electronic/online media. (17) I acknowledge that this Grant includes the right to use the name of the minor(s) identified below, whether in original or modified form, or a fictitious name, in connection with the photograph(s). (18) I hereby voluntarily release and forever discharge – on my behalf and on behalf of the minor(s) identified below – Ranch from any and all claims, demands, or causes of action for libel, defamation, invasion of privacy or right of publicity, infringement of copyright, or violation of any other right arising out of or relating to any utilization of the photograph(s) or the name of the minor(s) identified below. Such claims, demands, and causes of actions include, without limitation, inadvertent errors, such as blurring, distortion, or alteration, or based upon any decision not to make use of the photograph(s). (19) I understand that Ranch and its licenses and assigns are relying on my consent to use the photograph(s) with respect to the promotion of various services or products. I acknowledge that neither myself nor any minor(s) identified below shall receive compensation with respect to any matter referred to in this Photo Release. All images – electronic or non- electronic negatives, positives, and prints – are owned by Ranch. Ranch is free to assign and license any and all of the rights granted in this Photo Release. (20) I acknowledge that in no event will I have the right to enjoy the distribution or exploitation of the photograph(s). I hereby relinquish any right that I may have to examine or approve the completed product(s) or advertising copy or printed matter that may be used by Ranch or its licensees or assigns.

MISCELLANEOUS: 
(21) I agree these releases are binding upon me, the minor(s) below for whom I am contracting, my heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, and successors. (22) Should Ranch or anyone acting on its behalf be required to incur attorney’s fees and costs to enforce this Agreement, I agree to indemnify and hold them harmless for all such fees and costs. (23) I agree that the validity and enforceability of this Agreement will be governed by the substantive law of Colorado, without regard to its conflict of law rules. (24) If a provision of this Agreement is determined to be unenforceable in any respect, the enforceability of the provision in any other respect and of the remaining provisions of this Agreement will not be impaired. (25) I agree that any action, suit, or proceeding arising out of the subject matter of this Agreement will be litigated in courts located in La Plata County, Colorado. I consent and submit to the jurisdiction of any local, state, or federal court located in La Plata County, Colorado. Not a contract of employment: I understand and agree that any activities or tasks performed by me are strictly voluntary and are not in any way subject to not give rise to an employment relationship. I agree to save and hold harmless and indemnify each and all the parties previously referred to in this document, including without limitation Ranch, from all liability, loss, cost, claim or damage whatsoever that may be imposed upon said parties because of any failure, or defect in or the lack of the minor(‘s/s’) capacity, to act in accordance with this Agreement, and I release the Ranch and said parties on behalf of the minor(s) and the minor(s) parents or legal guardian of said minor(s). (26) I have carefully read this consent form, have been given the opportunity to ask questions and fully understand its contents. No representations, statements, or inducements, oral or written, apart from this form, have been made, except for those made by me in Ranch’s participation agreement (which is incorporated herein by this reference). My agreement to the provisions in this form is voluntary. I agree my releases are binding upon me, the minor(s) below for whom I am contracting, my heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, and successors.   


  
      
ADULT and/or LEGAL GUARDIAN INFORMATION:

· Adult Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________________
· Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
· Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________
· E-mail: 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________

I would like to receive the Ranch newsletter via email:  Yes ______________   No ______________


MEDICAL INFORMATION
· Insurance or Medical Cost-Sharing Company OR "Uninsured”:
______________________________________________________________________
· Select One:
__________ I DO NOT have a physical or mental condition that may affect my safety or ability to ride, drive, and/or train a horse.

__________ I DO have a physical or mental condition that may affect my safety or ability to ride, drive, and/or train a horse.
EMERGENCY CONTACT
(for adult/legal guardian)
 
· Name: ________________________________________________________________
· Phone Number: _________________________________________________________
· Relationship: ___________________________________________________________
Parent & Guardian Information

We require that a child’s parent, guardian, or approved caretaker be on the Ranch property—at all times—during their child’s session.
Adults, siblings and friends who are not scheduled in a session have some options during this 90-minutes time frame. These options include:

· Taking part in what the Lord is doing through this ministry by joining our volunteer team. In part the Ranch exists—serving families free of charge —because of the faithful hands of our volunteers. This united team has helped us develop, build and maintain the Ranch property. We seek to keep maintaining, improving and refining all that has been entrusted to us. One of our most treasured activities is when we have the opportunity to know families better through working side by side. “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35). This beautiful truth sums up our volunteer team. For more information about volunteering, please contact us.
· Watching your kids participate in sessions. We encourage most parents to watch from enough distance away to help the session leader maintain a one-on-one relationship with your child—but close enough so your kids know you’re present and can share what they learn through their unique challenges, triumphs and breakthroughs.
· Taking pictures or video of your kids in a session is highly encouraged. Again, we simply ask parents or guardians to be aware of giving space to their child and leader during the session. (Note: For the safety of all our participants and visitors, pictures or video of other session children are strictly prohibited. If you are taking pictures or video footage, be aware of other sessions going on so that they are not included in your view).
· Playing with your children who are not participating in sessions.  Please keep your children who are not in sessions with you at all times—and let the memory making fun begin.
· Meeting the horses. Our herd is a vibrant part of our Ranch staff. We invite our guests to get to know them. For safety’s sake, we ask that no one enter any enclosed space with a horse without a Ranch staff member present.
· Seeking out time to pray. You are welcome to pray about what God lays on your heart. 





































Victory Youth Ranch Session Components

The overall purpose of our session program is to gently love and encourage children toward the hope of Jesus. This process takes on as many unique, fun and beautiful forms as there are unique, fun and beautiful kids. Every session is an individual experience for the child. As the leader listens to the Holy Spirit and follows Him into the heart of each conversation, the result is equally unique, fun and beautiful. 
Each session will generally include: 

Purposeful Conversation
Session leaders practice “Pray-Listen-Do.” By asking the One who knows the child best and what they need in the moment, they listen for His answer and then walk out His loving best for the child in their care. By asking thought-provoking questions and listening for honest answers, a safe place is created for the kids to talk about their life, ask questions, release their pain and experience the healing love of God.
Every child/leader pair will complete a 15-minute volunteer task at the beginning of the session. In part, this time is designed to teach the importance of serving others by giving through the work of your own hands. Often this opportunity empowers children to experience how their efforts can make a loving difference for those around them. This time also helps leaders understand the current challenges the child might be facing and gain valuable perspective for how to proceed in their time together.

Play
For most kids, the world is becoming increasingly sedentary. Depression, oppression, anxiety and fear are all highly linked to lack of movement. With the awareness that the human body was meant to move at least five miles a day, we offer opportunities for kids to simply be kids and physically play. We highly encourage our kids to have the chance to move and play.

Working with a Horse
Most of the children who come to Victory Youth Ranch are drawn to the Ranch because of the horses. Since few have prior horse experience and to ensure safety for both the kids and horses, everyone starts with the basics of learning how to correctly approach, halter, handle, groom, tack up, round pen, ride, and serve their horse well. As always, each session will be guided toward what the child and horse need on any given day. Our sessions can range from simply touching a horse for the first time to beginning riding skills or helping with veterinary care.
All activities with horses are not “performance” based, but rather focus on developing a kind relationship of clear communication between horse and rider.
Sessions can include any of the above components or something entirely unique. By following the Lord of love, the leader determines the best course of action for each child every time they are together. Our highest hope is for the heart of every child to be encouraged forward—in their own unique and beautiful way—toward knowing the hope, peace, love, joy, laughter, freedom and complete redemption of Jesus. 


Requirements for Participation
The only true requirement needed is that the child wants to come to the Ranch. This indicates an open heart that is seeking healing and wholeness.
Our session program is available for kids ages 6-18. Occasional exceptions are made based on specific circumstances. Victory Youth Ranch understands that every child deals with their own set of unique challenges. Because of this, our session leaders listen to the Holy Spirit and follow Him toward meeting the individual needs of every child for every session.
Victory Youth Ranch is not a residential facility. The majority of those in our program live within driving distance of the Ranch. 
Each month there is a finite number of sessions available at Victory Youth Ranch. This drives us to do our best to accommodate as many kids as possible. Participants who are not able to receive a session are encouraged to try again the following month—and—come and serve others through volunteering at the Ranch.
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than receive.” (Act 20:35)
We often see as much healing and redemption through those who come to give—as we do in those who come to take part in sessions.

In order to participate in any Ranch activities, we require that ​each child​ on the property ​have a current release form signed by t​heir legal guardian.​ 
 
CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS & RECOMMENDATIONS

For safety, we require that anyone participating with horses must:
· Wear shoes or boots with closed toes and closed heels. It is recommended that shoes or boots have little or no tread and heels. 
· Wear long pants for riding.
· Shirts need to be long enough to not expose the midriff.
· Riding helmets are required and provided. All necessary tasks are also provided. 
It is recommended for all families and participants to:
· Bring your own water bottles and sunscreen.
· Wear layered clothing for ever-changing weather.
· Wear shoes or boots with closed toes
                           
